
Dade County Schools Character Education - Week 2  
THEME #1: KNOWLEDGE, Word of the Week:  Listening 

  
A Word about Character Education from Davis Academic Coach Paige Kimball 

  
Character education can offer a critically important opportunity to ensure that all students get the support                
and help they need to reach their full potential; Dade County Schools provide character education as a                 
part of each student’s school day. At Davis Elementary School, we provide students with opportunities to                
reflect and model character choices. Our school counselor, Mr. Ronnie Shelton, meets with all students               
each week through his character education classes. His spotlight on the character word of the week helps                 
students to focus on specific character traits and make mindful decisions as they go about their school                 
days. 
Davis faculty and staff recognize students for exhibiting outstanding character traits by writing a brief               
description on Buzzworthy stickers that the students proudly wear at school and home. They also are                
given a card explaining the student’s good character that is sent to the office for our principal, Mr. Josh                   
Ingle, to read over the loudspeaker each day. 
Weekly “Buzzworthy” cards go into a drawing for student prizes at the end of the week. Students that are                   
recognized for their exemplary character choices, by Coach Rhonda Bradford, are awarded with a              
certificate and their picture in the local newspaper. Teachers also recognize students with outstanding              
character traits in their weekly newsletters. Faculty and staff work together to model and help students                
practice making good choices that help in their character development. 
 

Essential Question (EQ): How does listening relate to increasing knowledge? 
  

Week 2 
Quotes 

KidsTalk 
Conversations about Character - Dade County Young Authors 

  

Monday To receive knowledge you have to be a seeker of knowledge. You have to listen, 
engage, and ask questions.  My brother, for example, is a seeker of knowledge.  Last 
year he was having trouble with a class.  He was reluctant at first, but he went to get 
help from the teacher, and then he did great in that class!  So, to have knowledge, you 
have to seek it.  Sidney Jones, 8th grade 
  

Tuesday Don’t be afraid to ask questions about big things like life, or even about something 
small like, “I don’t understand this math problem.” Anna Ballard, 7th grade 
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Wednesday I love learning. Acquiring new knowledge, learning facts, finding information, and 
finding out how things work has always intrigued me.  I love finding out all I can. 
Kaitlyn Hedden, 10th grade 
  

Thursday You can’t progress in life without knowledge.  It’s the foundation of simple 
conversations.  It propels science, inspires art, and challenges the common notion. 
Karen Zheng, 12th grade 
  

Friday If you were given a choice, would you go to school?  Why? If you said yes - because 
you want to learn - then you are a knowledge seeker.  
Alannah Gray, 8th grade 
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